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the Nightly Watch. Remarks thereon, Of the Portugueze firing at [ome of our 
Feng Friggots. Of the Efcape of Mawgridge... Of the Endeavours for Peace. 


Of the Affairs of Sweden and ufcovy. 
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From Saturday, January 25. to 


Ciednesday, Tanuary 29. 1705. 





Me. After, if you pleafe, let us 
re M have a medly Diftourfe this 
Fvening; [have a Power of Queftions to afk 
you, which if anfwer’d,,may be of Advan- 
tage to my own, and the Information of the 

ublick. 
‘ Obf: What we fay, if it don’t help the Pub- 
lick, it won't hurt our felves: *Tis better aim- 
ing at Good, than doing of Mifchief. What 
Queftions ha’ft thou in thy Budget ? 
Country-m, What was the Original of the 
Nightly Watch? “And how wasit manag’d in 
the Days of our Anceftors? 

Obf. A Nightly Watch was eftablifh’d for 
feveral Reafons of Safety and Security: The 
Villagers rather guarded their .Flocks and 
Herds from the wild Beafts, that raven’d b 
Night, than their Houfes, InCities,a Wate 
was kept for Fear of Fire, that if it broke out 
in the Night, the Watch-men, might awaken 
andalarm the Inhabitants; for in thofe Ages 
of Simplicity and down-right ‘Honefty, Man- 
kind liv’d- upon the Latch, without Bolts, 
Bars, or Locks to their Doors, they fear'd no 
. Thieves or Cut-throats, and had no Occafion 
to light Home the Quality, that had drunk 
away their Knowledge, to their own Houfes. 

But the Corruption of Mankind, made a 
Nightly Watch more ufeful; now every Man 
isforc’d to fortify his Houfe, and make’ it a 
Caftle for the Prefervation of his Life and E-’ 
ftate, againft Cut-throats and Robbers. 

At firft, every Man watch’d in his Turn, 
under the Command: of the Conftable, then 
by hiring a PerfOn to watch in the Room of 
him that defit’d to be excus’d: And.at laff, 
as now, by Perfons hir'd at the Charge of the 
Parifhoners, affefs’d by themfélves according 
to their feveral Qualities and Eftates, but 
fill under the Command of the Conftable, 
es immemoriall 

the Night. - ee. ty 

But this good Appointment is ftill lyable 
to Corruption, and 1s not minded by the Peo- 
pes ae Thing OF cP highest Comoqnentn, se 

eed it is ¢. chufe for ‘Conftables, Men 
of the meaneft Rank, as Victuallers, 7c. wh 


b 


inftead of clearing Houfés at early Hours, of | 


drunken Company and Spéndthrifts, enter- 
tain them themfelves, for their own Advan- 


tage; when as eetner 7 Cre ties WotR a Gunners are no 


fen from among the fubftantial Traders, who. 
knew their Power, and how toexecute it. And 
thus, by geing out of the old Way, we are 

into many new Grievances: No Man is 
lecure of Life or Goods in the dead Time of 
the Night, when the Robbers, ifts, and 
Burglars, ravage with lefs Oppofition than 


: 


| ly call’d; the King 
} 


the Beafis of Prey did in the Days of out 
Anceftors ; to the Lofs of the Houfe Keeper, 
and the Gain of the Gallows. 

Country-m, Mafter, a. Gentleman at London 
told me, that he thought the Nightly Watch 
would be better regulated, ifthat Affair were 
left to the Management of the Juftices. 

Obf? As how,Roger 2? Would that Gentleman 
have re ue chufe Conftables, and affefS 
the Parithes?Do'ft think a whole Parith are 
not more proper to confult of Ways and Means, 
and to provide for their own Safety, than 
two or three Men of that Parifh, that are not 
of their own Eleéction ? 

If there is a Curfe denounc’d in Scripture 
again{t fiich.as fhall remove the ancient Land- 

arks, he is much more entitled -to:a Curfe, 
who endeavours to remove the ancient Law- 
Marks, to deftroy the good Cuftoms and U- 
fages of our Anceftors, thofe noble Securities 
that have hitherto.preferv’d us from’ the Am- 
bition of Princes, and the Defigns of. evil 
Men. He.that talks of. diminifhing, curtail- 
ing, or deftroying the Liberties of the People, 
by. deftroying the Power. of the Conftable, 
either. he does not know. what that Power is, 
or he.is no Enghfi-man. - 

We are not to part with our Liberty, be- 
caufe fome particular Perfons make an ill Uf 
of it, The,Foundation of our Liberties, are 
fo well laid, that.-we can’t mend it. OurCon- 
ftitution may want Repair, but it  muft not 
be pull’d down... It is entail’d upon Pofterity y 


it cannot be alienated, the. Mannor-Honfe of 


our Freedom, mult keep, the fame Foundation 
to thoufands of Generations, if ‘they fhalk 
come. Ere Oe ‘, Boe 

Country-m. Mafter, this is right. “My next 


Queftion is : What do you think of the Portu. 


gueze, in firing upon fome of our Friggots? 

Obf. Ido SIRak tha Borgnine Commanders 
are no Conjurers; either thePeople that give’em 
eile 6, ees know what they do, or the 
‘People that e’em, don’t underftand, or can’t 
jtead’em. And, therefore, I advife ’em to 
aboard one of our Ships, and {peak to the Car- 
penter to make em a Stick we Call a Log- 
gerhead, which may ferve well enough for 
a Fefcue to a Portuguezs Commander. 
In the next Place, I obferve the Portugneze 
good Marks-men, who with 
fifty or threefcore Shot could not {trike one 
of three Friggots; and doconclude, that had 
they a Fl et at.Sea, we fhould find ’em juft 
fach Bravo's, as they are at Land. 

. And , 1 obferve this is the fecond 
Affront of this Kind given the Queen of Eng- 





and; and let *em beware the third Time: And 
. de 


¥ Vol. Vv. Numb. gt. 
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do pe Nge rote: aia that it may } hap- not under the Influence or Direétion of thie Jefi 





UTS 5 they 


nd fome there ina are clear from Pi > and my ry at 


Notions, but aét for the common Good of E Europe, upon 


eer wn e \ tte Pak hse of State-Policy, and not upon thot 


Country-m. Now, Mav oy ft beg you to 
pow se. Oy Y chi iS become 
Mavpidg oe = murder ‘'d Cap 
tain Cope 


rid Maflacres, the moft cruel Murders, the moft b}; 
ae T Ro wer, thou haft put me to a} Wars, and greatet Confufions that ever affticted 


Nanplus,; could E-anfwer that Oueltion, I kinds and i 







| a 
affer, Bfromiole that havé occafion’ the eho 
el Mie 
the Papifls are fo earneft, for the Sake tt 


A ever, if the dus Men will talk ¢ 
Be Boar ? "ent, Spica come f, a Pe’ 


could:get.¢o Pounds by the Bargain. “But from holy Chusch, to put an End to the War, "tis the Con. 


cern of Proreftant. Princes:to keep it om Foot, for the 


thy ( Sine Tic on, [ obferve, that the Man was | Site of the Proteftant Intéreft. 


in the Right on’t to fave his Life, let it be 
by what Me ans foever, but of that Means & 
am no Judge, becaufe 1 Know nothing of it. 

I obférve further, that Murderers of late 


Country-m. Mailer, L have one Word more to fay ry 
ou. What is your King of Sweden now’a doing ? Th. 
eople ftare at him as bad as ever. 

Obf, Thofe that have'no Eyes,ftare moft. 

Couatry-m. That I think is what the Logitks 4, 


Years, have better Lack than many honefter Somebody cal a Paradox. How can a Man that has 
People. no Eyes, ftare ? 


As alfo, that it is high Time for his Jury- 
men {I fay nothing ‘to the Judge) to répent, 


Obf. Thofe that have no Eyes of Underftatiding, fare 


moft. All Men of Senfe, and that had a true Ref pect 
for Honour, Honetiy, a: id Tne Sprit yy never could hive 


that they did not ftand to their Verdict] ill Apprehenfions of the Actions of the King of Sede 
which they gave in upon Oath, fince all the | And. now all Zurope. is fatisfy’d ‘of his Condué&, bur 
{urders this Man fhall- commit at any time | %ch as defire otherwife than what may happen’ wel 


hereafter, inuft be laid to their Charge, for 
had he been hang’d, as he deferv’d, he could 
have no more committed Mnhider, as L am 
intorm’d he attempted to do, fince he was a 
Prifoner in the Dacen "Bench. 

And Ido hope, that Sir Fobn, the Captain’s 
Father, will do all that potibly can be done 
towards doiug his Family and the Nation 
Juftice in this Cafe, for it is a national, as 
well us:a private Coticern. 

Cauntry-m. Now, Mafter, I have one Que- 
{tionto aik you about. the Peace? The Pope 
Sons, the Popifh Cantons, have written to the eit 
unholy Father to fitempbft in ‘that Affair. 
What to you thitik of it? 7 

Obf. Roger, Ido fay, that the Pope is the 
He-Whore "ok Babylon; Let’ what Envoy foever 
fa tothe contrary,’ and that Pil no more 

‘¢uhis Word, than*the Oath of a’ Whore 
th and whipp 'd from Newyate to Swmith- |. 


oy Bars: Hees tena Bioeth > too at, the 
fion of Chr ood, bat ie at that | | 
pe rai exten, Children ‘he has never 
{poke:a W ord to: prods eror abbut: the Peace 






for the commen Good. 
This Peace in the North, is the more furprizing, be 
caufe it was comduded net in the common’ and lazy 
Way of Mediators; the Neceflity of Affairs, requir’d a 
more Vigorous Way “of Proceeding 5 and let People judge 
what they will, the Thing is done, and promifes wel) 
to the Confederacy. 
If Iam not miftaken, his warlike Pieparations are 
againit the Czar, a growing Enemy, and it not check’d 
in Time, may be a Plague to Europe as great as the 
French King has been ; and this Piece of Service isa 
Phing of no {mall Confideration, and may prevent E- 
viJs in Time to come. 
I pitty the Condition of poor Polamd, thatewill be 2 
| well King’d Country ; they have two "Kings already, 

and ’tis- {aid chiey'ex are going to chufe a third, Much 
Good may it do aol this is entailing Confufion on 
their Pofterity, many Titles5 either of which 
muit be ot be Spore at ‘Peoples Expence. 

ry-m. | have a great many other Queftions.to 

it but Aee'l break off at ‘prefent, witli.a good Health 
ro-our noble Selves. : 
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